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Senior Traveler | Tours offer
views of exotic birds
By John J. Hilferty
For The Inquirer

Not all birds of a feather flock together, but the
people who seek them out often do, especially
those seniors who have exhausted the experiences
of finding and recording birds in their own neck of
the woods.

Like big-game hunters, they roam the world,
joining guided-tour groups to spot the likes of the
exotic quetzal or ferruginous pygmy owl.

Some bird-tour companies that organize trips
outside North America report that as many of
three-fourths of their travelers are seniors, who
have the time and the money. Some of the
excursions are expensive, especially the smaller-
group tours, but there are some that won't
exhaust your savings.

Amateurs and experts can discover birding experiences by checking a Web site such as Birding.com
(www.birding.com), which provides hot spots, checklists and tours and lodging. It also has
information about beginning birding; identification, species and ornithology; photos; songs;
equipment; birding organizations; and its top 25 bird Web sites.

There also are links to guidebooks, binoculars, scopes and cameras - even bird feeders and
birdhouses.

If time or money is tight, consider short trips such as this one offered by Wildside Tours
(www.wildsidetoursinc.com): Three days in the Dry Tortugas at the height of spring migration.

The seven tropical islands - part of Florida, 70 miles west of Key West - are home to a colony of sooty
terns, an oceanic bird that rarely comes to land except to breed, along with brown noddies, frigate
birds, masked boobies and brown pelicans. Others just passing through on their migratory routes are
warblers, tanagers, vireos, nightjars, shorebirds and other passerines, which include that half of all
bird species that have feet designed for perching, including all of the songbirds.

Wildside Tours, based in King of Prussia, lists trips on April 23-26 and April 27-30. Travel is aboard
the 65-foot Tiburon, which accommodates 14 people. A Zodiac boat will be used for "wet landings" on
Garden Key and Loggerhead Key. This trip starts at $1,150, which is all-inclusive except for airfare to
and from Key West.

A seven-day Wildside Tour to Belize leaving April 5 or April 12 will combine birding and snorkeling in
one of the most environmentally conscious countries in the Western Hemisphere. There are many
"greenways," or wildlife corridors, in the small seacoast country. Accommodations are at the Pelican
Beach Resort on the Caribbean coast and the Bird's Eye View Lodge in the Crooked Tree Lagoon, in
the small town of Crooked Tree Village.

Some of the bird-watching is by small boat through the mangroves. The company boasts possible
sightings of the yellow-tailed oriole, mangrove vireo and rufous-browed peppershrike. Caribbean
varieties of parrots, woodpeckers and jays also are in the picture, with a wildlife bonus of the
endangered black howler monkey and Morelet's crocodile. The trip costs $2,495 and is limited to 10
participants. Contact Wildside Tours at 610-564-0941 or 1-888-875-9453.

Bird Treks (www.birdtreks.com) sets a limit of 16 participants for U.S. tours and 13 for foreign
tours. But as few as three to five persons can make a trip, says Robert M. Schutsky, owner of the
company based in Peach Bottom, Pa.

Bird Trek vacations are not for travelers on a tight budget. A 13-day trip to Costa Rica, for instance,
starts at $4,195, without destination airfare, but birders can shorten it to seven to 10 days. One of
the stops, Rancho Naturalista, boasts sightings of several species from its lodge porch.

"This is probably the easiest place in the country to see resplendent quetzal," Schutsky says. "We've
found them feeding and nesting less than 100 feet from our cabins."

Feathered inhabitants of Costa Rica include the rare bare-necked umbrellabird, the king vulture, gray-
headed kite, mangrove black hawk, blue-crowned manakin, bat falcon - a birder's favorite, Schutsky
says - and streaked flycatcher. To book a Bird Treks tour, call 717-548-3303.

Birds of Panama is a 14-day Ancon Expeditions of Panama (www.anconexpeditions.com) trip with
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A group of birders walks on the beach of Costa
Rica's Osa Peninsula.
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Birds of Panama is a 14-day Ancon Expeditions of Panama (www.anconexpeditions.com) trip with
start dates of Jan. 24, Feb. 24 and March 15, starting at $2,400, not including airfare.

Resplendent quetzals and umbrellabirds will be found in the west near the Pacific, with macaws and
harpy eagles in the east.

The rain forests in the center of this small country are within a 45-minute drive of Panama City and
host more than 400 bird species. Panama records more than 960 species.

To book a trip with Ancon Expeditions of Panama, call 011-507-269-9415.

John Hilferty can be reached at hilf@johnhilferty.com.

Sponsored Links

TODAY ON PHILLY.COM

SITEMAP

SEARCH JOBS find »

FOR SALE find »

Phoenixville

$389,900
1010 Riverwalk Dr

Southwark

$349,000
524 Kauffman St

SEARCH CARS find »

PHILLY.COM PROMOTIONS

 

 

 

 

 

PHILLY.COM STORE »
Buy Inquirer, Daily News &
Philly merchandise here
including:

Apparel

Books

Movies

Page Reprints

Photos

 

 

SITE SERVICES

Advertise on Philly.com

View print ads/special sections

http://www.philly.com/philly/
http://www.philly.com/philly/news
http://www.philly.com/philly/business
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/news
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/front_page
http://www.philly.com/dailynews/
http://www.philly.com/dailynews/local
http://www.philly.com/dailynews/sports
http://www.philly.com/philly/jobs/
http://www.phillycars.com/
http://www.TheTrendpublications.com/
http://www.activeadulthousing.com/
http://ypn-120.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=mxH8aT3_i_zQfdTSwAjFDs92pNXKjZpW_LOJWK_U6wILwiAoV9AH4DDun_Lgt6B1MYrdSq9V1hdPLJkGzv0x4RHWeNRrm4yf9cZWjX0D96csJLfLa8w4LymKviSj_UBwTACmh3JLmy6wMOEs2Vi-AkUN46_Ltgg7Ijhhm42dcssr117HDi8i2iAgHsqO9RUg3pUa80j7ak5IsNSZM_2dZcaz3EyM20eKQynT6EAkJxv-N96MmV0ITJEteXkDWLqGQHzdvfM7Rj9VIAiMnoEkGjAC29d0XQwqisAZuha2ib41VuKPQPNVdMtmzryQZBcW9FDG_nJAxkyoDV7ltNXh4_22j__JHaJzQnuMpFV3eVqj0sIPE62IJvdiEo0lEvfnk54vuYY0Ck3LG3iMfHPYgnVphFFBCoR_MCA6k-xSTn0VzD3MAAj88DeBEyjZDLIvSFz7YOD0QXAu9pxA01n0FOnvpG-a4pXTJgL_7XTzerZlLN19NHBQsJCdHCsdh8dFPc7tO-ZDJ0AMFecnHRLSxNMTX3JZR40CFj0TlI7UMcRPY0VGzBuAGJ6Tf2BlQ68p2Kw9j5Jvqy3egYpcqHCwJjt0wASuoRCtAI9jsDTai5StOq-KUNAVoMPyFGVqInnRz21a8U3bev7eZDGMe_e3t1suRG0RDfWrEAT0vw02yfP-tcyoXpAbiQ
http://ypn-120.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=mxH8aT3_i_zQfdTSwAjFDs92pNXKjZpW_LOJWK_U6wILwiAoV9AH4DDun_Lgt6B1MYrdSq9V1hdPLJkGzv0x4RHWeNRrm4yf9cZWjX0D96csJLfLa8w4LymKviSj_UBwTACmh3JLmy6wMOEs2Vi-AkUN46_Ltgg7Ijhhm42dcssr117HDi8i2iAgHsqO9RUg3pUa80j7ak5IsNSZM_2dZcaz3EyM20eKQynT6EAkJxv-N96MmV0ITJEteXkDWLqGQHzdvfM7Rj9VIAiMnoEkGjAC29d0XQwqisAZuha2ib41VuKPQPNVdMtmzryQZBcW9FDG_nJAxkyoDV7ltNXh4_22j__JHaJzQnuMpFV3eVqj0sIPE62IJvdiEo0lEvfnk54vuYY0Ck3LG3iMfHPYgnVphFFBCoR_MCA6k-xSTn0VzD3MAAj88DeBEyjZDLIvSFz7YOD0QXAu9pxA01n0FOnvpG-a4pXTJgL_7XTzerZlLN19NHBQsJCdHCsdh8dFPc7tO-ZDJ0AMFecnHRLSxNMTX3JZR40CFj0TlI7UMcRPY0VGzBuAGJ6Tf2BlQ68p2Kw9j5Jvqy3egYpcqHCwJjt0wASuoRCtAI9jsDTai5StOq-KUNAVoMPyFGVqInnRz21a8U3bev7eZDGMe_e3t1suRG0RDfWrEAT0vw02yfP-tcyoXpAbiQ
http://ypn-120.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=mxH8aT3_i_zQfdTSwAjFDs92pNXKjZpW_LOJWK_U6wILwiAoV9AH4DDun_Lgt6B1MYrdSq9V1hdPLJkGzv0x4RHWeNRrm4yf9cZWjX0D96csJLfLa8w4LymKviSj_UBwTACmh3JLmy6wMOEs2Vi-AkUN46_Ltgg7Ijhhm42dcssr117HDi8i2iAgHsqO9RUg3pUa80j7ak5IsNSZM_2dZcaz3EyM20eKQynT6EAkJxv-N96MmV0ITJEteXkDWLqGQHzdvfM7Rj9VIAiMnoEkGjAC29d0XQwqisAZuha2ib41VuKPQPNVdMtmzryQZBcW9FDG_nJAxkyoDV7ltNXh4_22j__JHaJzQnuMpFV3eVqj0sIPE62IJvdiEo0lEvfnk54vuYY0Ck3LG3iMfHPYgnVphFFBCoR_MCA6k-xSTn0VzD3MAAj88DeBEyjZDLIvSFz7YOD0QXAu9pxA01n0FOnvpG-a4pXTJgL_7XTzerZlLN19NHBQsJCdHCsdh8dFPc7tO-ZDJ0AMFecnHRLSxNMTX3JZR40CFj0TlI7UMcRPY0VGzBuAGJ6Tf2BlQ68p2Kw9j5Jvqy3egYpcqHCwJjt0wASuoRCtAI9jsDTai5StOq-KUNAVoMPyFGVqInnRz21a8U3bev7eZDGMe_e3t1suRG0RDfWrEAT0vw02yfP-tcyoXpAbiQ
http://ypn-120.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=rPfc52Y21dgVO3XDIkRMnu3n39QfSS13adep4qi9EHjqM8shnWs9xbwojRYtOvusnCv2tHk-C7v61J96sNYmyQ_6cVbLjk6WBx5ruXX79n5giTHtt4kCdnmehPZYy7V4B7HWNmseTVy2N8IUUFtZbXFfnlZy0FKBPK9yw5kHaKaW6BTt83iE6im-okAt2jrcE8T3Q3gqkQSKmsZGnoAdQSuoosH51Tg2_vckUIRmJy6C-lJvXRbZG1KaLZ_wboX-AbuOG0CgwpbQ-xp2c_4Y2xnP-2oZcdm7QxId5G8AhshIZNlqAsAJZZN_vRdhmmkqZ62cOlfkgAK988cEbkgS3uSJBxa7o6xUQ78lE-Tr14NOx_7JDutAvwFt5vPqDB3q6RRqRShTheXgWTQ9jpttYPXFwgm0__6tCsCEmIp6ay-znvodPxfEKIhPUM_ShDDbm9SbBvEoaSWoBucRwNK-pZtHSUbftYnE2k8y4V6Jza_U1AqN9HHZvGKFWsbHbAi4QmNcy9UnPS5XS1L5MFPmExohPdnxnWUsvSDWoJofXQ08OEIUVuqPMMlEAg3OyBUTg4v_pD5YAn-4NoBeAUqzCmrREsA5JbxiHh1iOcXb7cK2U1SvLvQuG2VLfTXyHud4I7Cvla-FJoPvbpu64npGqrS5zS3nkto-Qw73MmtwV_KYnIRMiLnpd1Wrx6c9X6R1
http://ypn-120.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=rPfc52Y21dgVO3XDIkRMnu3n39QfSS13adep4qi9EHjqM8shnWs9xbwojRYtOvusnCv2tHk-C7v61J96sNYmyQ_6cVbLjk6WBx5ruXX79n5giTHtt4kCdnmehPZYy7V4B7HWNmseTVy2N8IUUFtZbXFfnlZy0FKBPK9yw5kHaKaW6BTt83iE6im-okAt2jrcE8T3Q3gqkQSKmsZGnoAdQSuoosH51Tg2_vckUIRmJy6C-lJvXRbZG1KaLZ_wboX-AbuOG0CgwpbQ-xp2c_4Y2xnP-2oZcdm7QxId5G8AhshIZNlqAsAJZZN_vRdhmmkqZ62cOlfkgAK988cEbkgS3uSJBxa7o6xUQ78lE-Tr14NOx_7JDutAvwFt5vPqDB3q6RRqRShTheXgWTQ9jpttYPXFwgm0__6tCsCEmIp6ay-znvodPxfEKIhPUM_ShDDbm9SbBvEoaSWoBucRwNK-pZtHSUbftYnE2k8y4V6Jza_U1AqN9HHZvGKFWsbHbAi4QmNcy9UnPS5XS1L5MFPmExohPdnxnWUsvSDWoJofXQ08OEIUVuqPMMlEAg3OyBUTg4v_pD5YAn-4NoBeAUqzCmrREsA5JbxiHh1iOcXb7cK2U1SvLvQuG2VLfTXyHud4I7Cvla-FJoPvbpu64npGqrS5zS3nkto-Qw73MmtwV_KYnIRMiLnpd1Wrx6c9X6R1
http://ypn-120.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=rPfc52Y21dgVO3XDIkRMnu3n39QfSS13adep4qi9EHjqM8shnWs9xbwojRYtOvusnCv2tHk-C7v61J96sNYmyQ_6cVbLjk6WBx5ruXX79n5giTHtt4kCdnmehPZYy7V4B7HWNmseTVy2N8IUUFtZbXFfnlZy0FKBPK9yw5kHaKaW6BTt83iE6im-okAt2jrcE8T3Q3gqkQSKmsZGnoAdQSuoosH51Tg2_vckUIRmJy6C-lJvXRbZG1KaLZ_wboX-AbuOG0CgwpbQ-xp2c_4Y2xnP-2oZcdm7QxId5G8AhshIZNlqAsAJZZN_vRdhmmkqZ62cOlfkgAK988cEbkgS3uSJBxa7o6xUQ78lE-Tr14NOx_7JDutAvwFt5vPqDB3q6RRqRShTheXgWTQ9jpttYPXFwgm0__6tCsCEmIp6ay-znvodPxfEKIhPUM_ShDDbm9SbBvEoaSWoBucRwNK-pZtHSUbftYnE2k8y4V6Jza_U1AqN9HHZvGKFWsbHbAi4QmNcy9UnPS5XS1L5MFPmExohPdnxnWUsvSDWoJofXQ08OEIUVuqPMMlEAg3OyBUTg4v_pD5YAn-4NoBeAUqzCmrREsA5JbxiHh1iOcXb7cK2U1SvLvQuG2VLfTXyHud4I7Cvla-FJoPvbpu64npGqrS5zS3nkto-Qw73MmtwV_KYnIRMiLnpd1Wrx6c9X6R1
http://ypn-120.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=SfxArWp46Tb-tVoqgktaDpuFY8qNzQpTWpB3EsL-BQRCU7Cnx8MmeW8dkxArL1Zdy2fvilWWooYIz436Ys90QCsS5G4T3wqiESMAvvkfVG57t6r6OrjmjLyapLvHyKovUU86VP3XOcr06N-Gm46A1AJhKQCXQw9-ZtdAx2Beiaj7h93Vazm0dzVPJEYgC51e18d7RG2GvXJdsVI5o_7Bh4g4wBheF6AkW4gQkuxwnsnm3lZbYcEjXL6072Kclw-Ec9cmVYBYXe18c00KI1T33SKoHouwQoaOcczaD5mcmpcX-vbRwolDl_NYdc81CySrXDFjKYKVlgi-2saAxBCFaGrUlVeIRoPgerkHxu0LMWMBk12xtYD9Xq788o45GTUhGEHdFkco_8N_0P3N6zoOaoFj-mxQoQMckyTBEpo0tz35cvhmd3uPKz3cM7u-807q6IMcF5R-CenDAtcztBwr1nCbg0LbkAuiHLxxzSqcenUsFdZDz-GTsB2lPyw5Br730CQdvtpZffgDwMCm0C8qEPC9vogHX_yUdoFEvXmP4E1bZT_hKZiI_5YKXgIqx-mP4omd4kLWC1uWn88veqInH1Vu99qzJzipUFelfKTdsN9aDGy5okS22zj0m3Njvz1dAtqzwxvn2UK0KrapUMx7P9zVyVSJsisjJqfK5JEIhSsen72CCtQoVw
http://ypn-120.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=SfxArWp46Tb-tVoqgktaDpuFY8qNzQpTWpB3EsL-BQRCU7Cnx8MmeW8dkxArL1Zdy2fvilWWooYIz436Ys90QCsS5G4T3wqiESMAvvkfVG57t6r6OrjmjLyapLvHyKovUU86VP3XOcr06N-Gm46A1AJhKQCXQw9-ZtdAx2Beiaj7h93Vazm0dzVPJEYgC51e18d7RG2GvXJdsVI5o_7Bh4g4wBheF6AkW4gQkuxwnsnm3lZbYcEjXL6072Kclw-Ec9cmVYBYXe18c00KI1T33SKoHouwQoaOcczaD5mcmpcX-vbRwolDl_NYdc81CySrXDFjKYKVlgi-2saAxBCFaGrUlVeIRoPgerkHxu0LMWMBk12xtYD9Xq788o45GTUhGEHdFkco_8N_0P3N6zoOaoFj-mxQoQMckyTBEpo0tz35cvhmd3uPKz3cM7u-807q6IMcF5R-CenDAtcztBwr1nCbg0LbkAuiHLxxzSqcenUsFdZDz-GTsB2lPyw5Br730CQdvtpZffgDwMCm0C8qEPC9vogHX_yUdoFEvXmP4E1bZT_hKZiI_5YKXgIqx-mP4omd4kLWC1uWn88veqInH1Vu99qzJzipUFelfKTdsN9aDGy5okS22zj0m3Njvz1dAtqzwxvn2UK0KrapUMx7P9zVyVSJsisjJqfK5JEIhSsen72CCtQoVw
http://ypn-120.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=SfxArWp46Tb-tVoqgktaDpuFY8qNzQpTWpB3EsL-BQRCU7Cnx8MmeW8dkxArL1Zdy2fvilWWooYIz436Ys90QCsS5G4T3wqiESMAvvkfVG57t6r6OrjmjLyapLvHyKovUU86VP3XOcr06N-Gm46A1AJhKQCXQw9-ZtdAx2Beiaj7h93Vazm0dzVPJEYgC51e18d7RG2GvXJdsVI5o_7Bh4g4wBheF6AkW4gQkuxwnsnm3lZbYcEjXL6072Kclw-Ec9cmVYBYXe18c00KI1T33SKoHouwQoaOcczaD5mcmpcX-vbRwolDl_NYdc81CySrXDFjKYKVlgi-2saAxBCFaGrUlVeIRoPgerkHxu0LMWMBk12xtYD9Xq788o45GTUhGEHdFkco_8N_0P3N6zoOaoFj-mxQoQMckyTBEpo0tz35cvhmd3uPKz3cM7u-807q6IMcF5R-CenDAtcztBwr1nCbg0LbkAuiHLxxzSqcenUsFdZDz-GTsB2lPyw5Br730CQdvtpZffgDwMCm0C8qEPC9vogHX_yUdoFEvXmP4E1bZT_hKZiI_5YKXgIqx-mP4omd4kLWC1uWn88veqInH1Vu99qzJzipUFelfKTdsN9aDGy5okS22zj0m3Njvz1dAtqzwxvn2UK0KrapUMx7P9zVyVSJsisjJqfK5JEIhSsen72CCtQoVw
http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/sports/20080114_Bob_Ford__T_O__gets_teary-eyed__He_said_how_much_the_loss_hurt__and_he_defended_his_quarterback_.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/sports/20080114_Bob_Ford__T_O__gets_teary-eyed__He_said_how_much_the_loss_hurt__and_he_defended_his_quarterback_.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/entertainment/movies/20080114_ap_atonementhonoredatgoldenglobes.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/entertainment/movies/20080114_ap_atonementhonoredatgoldenglobes.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/classifieds/cars/Win_A_Car_Contest.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/classifieds/cars/Win_A_Car_Contest.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/jobs/
http://www.philly.com/philly/jobs/
http://www.anconexpeditions.com/
mailto:hilf@johnhilferty.com
http://searchmarketing.yahoo.com/srch/cm.php?
http://www.phillyforsale.com/saleslisting/956-5314461
http://www.phillyforsale.com/saleslisting/526-5172751
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/36d5/0/0/%2a/l;44306;0-0;0;21291976;4307-300/250;0/0/0;;~aopt=2/1/ff/0;~sscs=%3f
http://www.phillynewsstand.com/Philadelphia-Daily-News-Sports-Desk-hoodie-p/dnsdh01.htm
http://www.philly.com/store
http://www.phillynewsstand.com/
https://www.zeppy.com/MLB/screens/products/books/
https://www.zeppy.com/MLB/screens/products/movies/
http://pictopia.com/perl/gal?provider_id=45&process=deliver&page=fullpages
http://pictopia.com/perl/galproc/philly
file:///philly/about/advertise/
http://newspaperads.philly.com/SS/Tiles.aspx



